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For the  
second time  

Ingie Chalhoub  
has been ranked  
amongst the 100  

most powerful  
Arab women by  

Forbes Middle East.  
The pint-sized pioneer 

chats childhood 
aspirations, female 

empowerment  
and her love  
for the south  

of France

Influential Ingie
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I 
 
 
have always looked at my 
mother as the person I 
wanted to be one day. She has 
always been my reference in life; she 

had a great influence on me and directed me towards 
fashion. I have learned from her all the essential 
elements of this job: the importance of trying the 
clothes on, the painstaking attention to detail, the 
customer’s experience as a central focus. 

As a young woman I had to be stronger and maybe 
more skilled than a man to enhance my credibility and 
my negotiating power. It might sound strange, but I 
think that there are more gender stereotypes in Europe 
than in the Middle East when it comes to work.

I have been lucky enough to meet with lots of 
extraordinary people who have been inspiring me with 
their examples; I could not ask for more than that. I have 
always tried to have open eyes and an open heart to learn 
from any single person who crossed my way.

I am a firm believer in the strength of women 
and I’m a great supporter of women’s empowerment. 
Being featured in Forbes’ list of the most powerful 
Arab women is a great honour but I think that we 
should share this title with all our Arab Women as 
they are great examples of dedication, understanding, 
passion and power in the way they are finding their 
places in society and in the work field. 

Despite hard work, passion and a strong vision 
you need to  have the ability to look at something and 
know immediately whether it’s right or wrong. 

I think the real strength of Ingie Paris is the fact 
that it is designed by a woman thinking about real 
women. I always keep in mind the structure of the 
body of a woman, the parts we all want to enhance and 
the ones that we prefer to hide, the cuts that shape the 
figure in the right way. 

I always have in mind the bright colours and 
shades of the Middle East and I try to give life to 
them through the craftsmanship of the French artisans 

“The real strength 
of Ingie Paris is 
the fact that it is 
designed by a 

woman thinking 
about real women”

I work with. It is really a double conversation between 
the East and West that happens in the creating 
phase; and it is actually my double background which 
unconsciously guides me in merging the two worlds. 

I love art. I physically need it. Most of my 
collections are inspired by a single artist or by more 
than one. In my pre-fall 15 pieces, Sonia Delaunay and 
her geometrical patterns were the starting points for 
my exclusive prints; in the winter 15/16 collection, the 
collages of Matisse inspired my embroideries and all 
jacquard work on knitwear.

Looking at some hibiscus flowers one day, I was 
dreaming about white sand, flowers necklaces and the 
sound of waves. This Hawaiian nature got me inspired 
for summer 2016. I wanted those dreams to materialise 
onto my dresses so I developed an energetic collection 
with tropical colours, exclusive hibiscus embroideries 
and prints, relaxed but flattering cuts. 

Summertime is when I recharge. It is only then 
that I can disconnect for a few weeks in order to refresh 
my mind and my body after a year spent in a plane 
between two (or more) cities. Having dinner at home 
with my family is the sweetest thing I can ask for.

The south of France is really close to my heart 
and it continuously inspires me: the clear blue sky, 
the vibrant sunlight, the infinite hues of the sea, 
the energetic green of its nature are just the perfect 
nourishment for creativity.    

When you love what you do, there is nothing 
that can stop you. Always commit to excellence. 
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