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WHERE FASHION GETS PERSONAL

From Left: Anum Bashir wears: 
Trousersuit, her own. Top, Dhs529, 

Ganni at The Modist. Shoes, 
Dhs2,185, Charlotte Olympia. 

Nour Arida wears: Top, Dhs3,070; 
skirt, Dhs4,395, both Roksanda at 

Symphony. Coat, Dhs2,320, Alice + 
Olivia. Rhea Jacobs wears: Dress, 
Dhs1,840, Alice + Olivia. Sweater, 

Dhs3,300, Giorgio Armani. Fur 
scarf, Dhs1,755, Helmut lang at 
Boutique 1. Earrings, her own. 

Shoes, Dhs1,760, Elisabetta 
Franchi
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Styling by ANNA CASTAN 
Photography by MOX SANTOS

Fashion comes and goes. 
But true style has staying 
power. Bazaar chats with 
three young women who 

are side-stepping the 
standardised aesthetic but 

are still firmly on the radar 
for doing it their way  
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From Left: Rhea wears: Top, 
Dhs1,670; skirt, Dhs1,200, both 
+Kenzo. Belt, Toby Hatem 
Alakeel. Shoes, Dhs6,280, 
Giuseppe Zanotti. Anum wears: 
Shirt, Dhs1,050, Diane Von 
Fustenberg at Bloomingdale’s. 
Trousers, Dhs1,745, Tibi at 
Symphony. Shoes, Dhs3,030, 
Giuseppe Zanotti. 
Nour wears: Shirt, Dhs1,850, 
Alice + Olivia. Skirt, Dhs1,065, 
MSGM at Bloomingdale’s. Boots, 
Dhs4,050, Christian Louboutin. 
Bag, Dhs6,500, Alexander 
McQueen

Rhea wears: T-shirt, Dhs1,425, MSGM; skirt, Dhs675, Whistles; jacket, Dhs1,200, Cinq à Sept, all at Bloomingdale’s. Shoes, 
Dhs3,200, Charlotte Olympia. Anum wears: Sweater, Dhs3,900, Gucci at Ounass. Jeans, Dhs1,550, Alexie at Bloomingdale’s. 

Boots, Dhs4,200, Christian Louboutin
 

Personal style is hard to keep personal. We are in a time of ubiquitous influence from social media where a simple look at 

Instagram’s Discover Feed offers a wealth of choice and direction for the sartorially aimless. Our collective consumption, 

however, can veer us away from our own sense of self without realising, acquiescing to yet another recycled fashion trend 

until the next one comes full circle again. 

In this region, the Middle Eastern aesthetic unabashedly celebrates volume, femininity and excess, where women see 

beauty in the big and the bold, and extravagance comes with an allure all of its own. But now there’s a new  

crop of style mavericks who, while being invested in Arabia from both a personal and cultural perspective, are consciously 

forging their own sartorial paths and slowly, in their own way, creating a new fashion-forward norm.

Anum Bashir, Nour Arida and Rhea Jacobs have each gone in their respective directions, exploring fashion through 

a refreshing and captivating lens, each one lauded for their authenticity, for being nonchalantly 

brilliant. But being yourself takes a degree of strategising, a strong point of view and requires constant upkeep. 

In a saturated pool of influencers, these women tread way above water, delivering engaging flair, without doing too much 

or too little, yet still with just the right amount of je ne sais quoi. Where they’ve come from and where they are today is  

a testament to hard work, sensibility and evolving to be the best and most honest versions of themselves.
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“Ihave more blazers than my husband, I always joke 
about that!” laughs Anum Bashir. 

On that token, you can confidently confirm 
her style is androgynous. But that is just an 
umbrella term for Anum, who takes her 

influences from the art world and travel. The GCC-born 
and bred creative consultant has a way of curating  
a melange of boy-meets-girl in a riot of colour and an 
unassuming pairing of pieces that make her as individual 
as they come and often causes the right kind of stir. 

“My style was more androgynous in the past, but it’s 

definitely evolved and changed to someone who 
wants to dress like an older version of herself 

but right now. I wear a lot eccentric 
prints, silk pyjama tops and mix a lot of 

vintage pieces into that too. I still 
keep to a bit of Middle Eastern flash 
here and there. I’m practically 
living in my gold calligraphy Bil 
Arabi earrings made for me by 
Nadine Kanso. But I think the 
styling and manner in which I put 
an outfit together is different to 
what you would typically see here.” 

Her platform, Desert Mannequin, 
explores fashion in a highly personal 

and unique way, and takes her on the 
road where she is exposed to myriad styles 

from the world over. Anum loves “revisited 
clothes”. This is not part of the dress code in 
the region where vintage is oft met with 
scepticism; if it’s not new, it’s not worth high 
acclaim or attention, but Anum mixes and 
matches her clothes in the most “uninhibited 
way, to dress purely for myself,” – a refreshing 
move when copycat looks often have a habit of 
taking hold and stagnating the style scene. 

Her look reflects intelligence. A perennial 
advocate for smart women in fashion, she 
makes measured choices. “Being interesting is 
very important to me. I want people to say, 
‘Wow, that’s so cool, where did you get that?’ 
not ‘oh I saw that on page 36 of a magazine.’”

You could easily say Anum is experimental 
by nature (“life is too short for boring clothes”) 
but is not fair-weather about it. She knows 
what she’s doing. The level of conviction with 
which she brings together a look says ‘I know 
exactly who I am’ and she always “stands by 
the sartorial choices I make,” but she doesn’t 
think too much about it anymore. “I don’t 
seek approval. And because of that, it definitely 
feels right.” 

Her wardrobe is divided into four quadrants: 
blazers/jackets, tops/shirts, dresses and 
bottoms. Creating a head-turning ensemble 
isn’t a lengthy process. “I’ll pick three or four 
things and go with it” but she is mindful of 
not coming off as contrived or “putting an 
outfit together just for a photo” which is the 
default for many trendsetters in the region. 

Ultimately, Anum’s individualism rests on 
expecting the unexpected: “Basics will always 
live on in my wardrobe. But would I pair  
a larger-than-life cocktail dress with tennis 
shoes? Absolutely.”

ANUM BASHIR
3 1 ,  A M E R I C A N ,  C R E A T I V E  C O N S U L T A N T

“ I  H A V E  M O R E 

B L A Z E R S  T H A N  M Y 

H U S B A N D .  I  A L W A Y S 

J O K E  A B O U T  T H A T ”  

A n u m  B a s h i r

This page, Anum wears: Sweater, Dhs3,945, Missoni at 
Boutique 1. Shirt and sunglasses, her own. Opposite page 
(from left), Anum wears: Top, Dhs2,985 Marni at The Modist. 
Rhea wears: Jacket, Dhs1,630, Isabel Marant at Boutique 
1. Earrings, her own. Nour wears: Blouse, Dhs3,500, CH 
Carolina Herrera, Bow, Toby by Hatem Alakeel

➤
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We’ve all got a friend like Nour 
Arida. The girl-next-door 
who can effortlessly appear 
both cool and chic in equal 
measure.  She has an endearing 

quality of being able to look just as good eating a 
stack of French fries (a favourite for a Friday lunch, 
@nouraridaofficial) in a clean grudge double denim 
ensemble or attending the Miss Lebanon 2017 
pageant in a billowing masterpiece by Ashi Studio, 
more akin to the Middle Eastern aesthetic. What 
differentiates her from the fold is the fact that 
everything else is quiet compared to the loudness of 
the dress and thus gives her a sense of ownership of 
the look in her own right. 

Nour grew up in a world where fashion mattered 
and was part of her discourse. Her grandmother 
and mother both worked in fashion and then Nour 
herself entered the industry as a head buyer for 
a big retail company in Beirut. She 
therefore got to understand fashion 
from a professional and personal 
standing and has had the time to 
really assess what works for her 
and what doesn’t. “I got to be 
part of all the backstage 
action as a buyer and that’s 
how my style began to 
evolve. I read up on all 
the collections, bought 
loads of magazines,” 
where she became 
familiar with labels and 
trends and realised that 
“if something doesn’t 
reflect who I am, you will 
not see me wear it.”

This defiant attitude 
translates into her “biker 
boots and leather jacket” staples 
and complements the fact that 
her style has an edgy bite of “raw 
and masculine” touches but is offset by 
a warmer side of femininity too “which  
I adore” – she loves a statement piece, akin to the 
showiness of the region, but it’s always very much adapted 
to her overall monochromatic and minimalist look. “I didn’t pick this style. I have always been like this and it’s part 

of my character. No one in the Middle East 
necessarily influenced me.” Instead the 
likes of the eternal style icon Kate Moss 
prompted the understated chic she’s come 
to be known for. Nour is a self-proclaimed 
messy person “in the sense that I throw 

everything around me into a pile.” But the 
way she fine-tunes her style through that 

chaotic heap is done through effortless and 
expert skill. However, in the early stages when 

her style influencing platform started to take 
shape she was misguided and told to sit and be  

a certain way in photos – but that didn’t sit well with 
her. “I wasn’t happy and I just thought, you know what, 

if I’m going to do this, I am going to do this my way because 
I really wasn’t happy.” And as the region continues to see a flurry of style influencers coming 

in their droves, Nour knows how she will keep up with it.“I will evolve 
with time but my style will always remain the same.” 

NOUR 
ARIDA
2 8 ,  L E B A N E S E /

A M E R I C A N ,  S T Y L E 

I N F L U E N C E R 

“ I  D I D N ’ T  P I C K  T H I S 

S T Y L E .  I  H A V E  A L W A Y S 

B E E N  L I K E  T H I S  A N D  I T ’ S 

P A R T  O F  M Y  C H A R A C T E R . 

N O  O N E  I N  T H E  M I D D L E 

E A S T  N E C E S S A R I L Y 

I N F L U E N C E D  M E ” 

N o u r  A r i d a

This page (from left), Anum 
wears: Blouse, Dhs3,450, 

Emilio Pucci. Trousers, her own. 
Nour wears: Top, Dhs4,300 

CH Carolina Herrera. Trousers, 
Dhs1,850, Alice + Olivia. Coat, 

Dhs3,360, Alexander Wang 
at Bloomingdale’s. Rhea 

wears: Top, Dhs1,20; trousers; 
Dhs1,200; jacket, Dhs3,200, 

all Moschino. Shoes, Dhs3,100, 
Christan Louboutin. Opposite 

page: Nour wears: Jacket, 
Dhs4,415, Sara Battaglia at 

Boutique 1. Dress, Dhs5,550, 
Ellery. Necklace, Dhs2,800,  

Monica Sordo, at The Modist. 
Rings and bracelet, her own

➤
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Rhea Jacobs loves extravagance “and I’m not afraid of 
it because it’s who I am”. She arrives at our shoot 
in a blank canvas of black separates, built 
upon by a statuesque, ruffle-sleeved organza 
‘coat’ (“which I designed myself and tells 

my style story”) and brings the place to life by her 
show-stopping entrance. She uses the word “fearless”  
a lot to describe her look – @therjacobs on Instagram 
certainly testifies. Even a plain and simple close-up 
shot has a sprinkle of glitterati, courtesy of a pristinely 
applied bold lip, dangling diamond earrings, a faux 

fur red shawl and a caption that reads, “When 
in doubt... WEAR RED.” 

It was the likes of Cher and Audrey 
Hepburn who informed her sense of 

individuality – “I used to watch their 
films and admired the fact that they 
were as empowered as they were 
elegant but still stood out in their 
own way and that’s how I developed 
my own style association,” she says. 

Having grown up in Dubai and 
completed her BA fashion honours 

from Heriot-Watt University Dubai 
last October, Rhea profusely thanks 

the city for how she’s able to be her true 
self. “There is a very accepting attitude 

here and you’re able to be whoever you want 
to be. Dubai is fertile ground for developing 
your style. I’m proud to be part of a wider style 
narrative but I don’t want to be put in a box.” 

Everyday pieces translate differently for 
Rhea next to the rest of us. She doesn’t own  
a pair of jeans or T-shirt. For most of us, the 
aforementioned ensemble is an unofficial 
go-to rule when all else doesn’t come together 
but Rhea naturally goes the extra mile. “For 
me, there are no rules in fashion but I’ll always 
gravitate towards bigger, louder pieces. I can 
wear an amazingly extravagant dress for lunch 
and not care. It’s funny because I’m a quiet 
person by nature but my style speaks for me.”

Her mother proffered some firm style advice 
in her youth. “Your style should talk about 
who Rhea is and not who everyone wants 
Rhea to be.” In a society where the more 
brands you wear is often a marker for your 
socio-economic standing and a way to be ‘in’, 
Rhea defiantly goes against that. “I don’t see 
brands for their name. It’s about the individual 
pieces. If something makes my heart stop, no 
matter where it comes from, I will get it and 
make it mine.” 

Rhea’s trademark beyond style, is beauty. 
Her black winged, Cleopatra-esque eyeliner, 
which was what caught the attention of Marc 
Jacobs and landed her a prestigious beauty 
ambassador role earlier this year as part of the 
#CastMeMarc competition, is faultlessly 
applied, curving off her lids for artistic flair but 
is staunchly symmetrical too. Interestingly, she 
didn’t wear make-up until she was 18-years-
old. Her preliminary exploration of beauty 
came in the form of art. “I used to paint faces 
and focused on the eyes. They say so much 
about a person.” Her rule of thumb for style or 
beauty, is to amplify as a “celebration of 
expression.” She definitely meets the region’s 
aesthetic criteria but has written a new level of 
individuality into it. 

RHEA JACOBS
2 4 ,  I N D I A N ,  A R T I S T  A N D  C O N T E N T  C R E A T O R

“ F O R  M E  T H E R E 

A R E  N O  R U L E S 

I N  F A S H I O N ”

R h e a  J a c o b s

Rhea wears: Coat, Dhs4,740, Ellery; top; 
Dhs1,385, Petar Petrov, both at Boutique 
1. Trousers, Dhs5,500, Monse at Ounass. 
Earrings, her own

Fom Left: Rhea wears: Coat, Dhs1,900, Isabel 
Marant at Boutique 1. Dress, Dhs6,200, 
Galvan at Ounass. Earrings, her own. Nour 
wears: Top, Dhs500, Hotel Particulier; 
trousers, Dhs1,550, Lug Von Siga, both 
at Bloomingdale’s. Necklace, Dhs2,245, 
Rosantica at The Modist. Boots, Dhs3,500, 
Christian Louboutin. Anum wears: Sweater, 
Dhs1,230, Vince at Bloomingdale’s. Trousers, 
Dhs1,505, Rejina Pyo; shirt (worn as belt), 
Dhs1,720, Helmut Lang, both at Boutique 1. 
Prices approximate. Fashion editor: Gemma 
Deeks. Fashion assistants: Palak Thapar, Heba 
Wahby and Madhu  Dhanapal. Hair: Alena at 
MMG. Make-up: Hedi at MMG. Display easels: 
Tashkeel Dubai
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